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no lurther havo these qualities in a'
It will go through the density of the
water with a speed almost us great as
that of a crow flying through tho fhlo
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Tho next day, to their ercat discom-

fiture, our settlers blundered upon a
county election. Trudging into Llb-ertyvll-le,

ono of tho now mushroom
towns springing up along tho military, ,

roaj mat 10 us irom rori jam ven worm
to Fort Riley, they found 11 great
crowd of people gathered around a
log-hous- in which tho polls wero

open. C'ounly officer wcro to bo
chosen, and the pro-slaver- y men, as
tho borderers were now called in this
part of tho country, had rallied in
great numbers to carry tho election
for their men. All was confusion nnd
tumult. Rough-lookin- g men. well- -

uraied ,m.i generally loud-vo'- c 3d, with
slouched hats an 1 long beards, wore
galloping about, shouting and making
nll the noiso possible, for no purpose
that coul 1 bo discovered. "Hooray
for Cap'n Rate!" was tho only intelll-gibl- o

cry that the njw comers could
hear; but who Captain Rate was "nil
why lie should bo hurrahed for, nobody
seemed to know. Ho was not a candi-
date for anything.

Hello! there's our Wob-ir- friend,
John Clark," said Mr. Howell. Sure
enough, there ho was with a vote In
his hand going up to tho cabin whero
tho polls wero open. A lane was
formed through tho crowd of men who
lounged about tho cabin, so that a man

up to tho door to voto was oblig
ed to run the gantlet, as it were, of
ono hundred men, or more, before ho
reached tho door, the lower half of
which was boarded up and tho upper
half left open for tho election ollicers
to take and deposit tho ballots. i

"I don't bolicvo that man h is any
right to voto here," said Charlie, with
an expression of disgust on his face-"Wh-

y,

ho came into the territory with
us, only tho other day, and ho said he
was going up 011 tho Rig Hluo to
settle, and hero ho is trying to vote!''

Well." said Undo Charlie, 4'I al-

low ho has just as good a right to voto
as any of theso men who aro running
tho election. I saw some of theso very
men como riding in from Missouri,
when wo wero one day oat of Quin-daro- ."

As ho spoke, John Clark had
reached tho voting pi aco, pursued by
many rough epithets llung after
him.

Ho paused before the half-barricad-

d )or and presented his ballot. "Let's
see yer ticket!" shojted onj of two
men who stool guard, 010 on either
side of tho cabin-doo- r. Ho snatched
it from Clark's hand, lookeJ at it and
s rnply said, "irist!" The man on the
other side of tha would-be-vot- er grin-
ned; then both men seized the Woburn
man by his arms and waist, and before
he could realize what was happening,
he was flung up to tho eJgo of tho
roof that projected over tho low door.
Two other men, sitting there grabbed
the new-com- er by the shoulders and
passed him up tho roof to two others,
who, straddling tho ridge-pol- wero
waiting for him. Then the unfortunate
Clark disappeared over the top of tho
cabin, sliding down out of sight 0:1 tho
farther side. Tho mob st up a wild
cheer an 1 some of them shouted, "Wo
don't want any Y;miee voles in this
yer 'lection!" Noah Rroolcs, in St.
Nicholas.

Iho Land Iro jl'm.
The land question in its various

phases promi-c- s to become tho leading
issue in politics in other countries, as
well as in Ireland, at no distant day.
The connection between land distribu-
tion and prosperity Is strikingly shown
in tho c;iso of England and France.
In the former, the I vvs of primogeni-
ture and entail combine to continue a
landed class who monopolize the soil;
in the latter, estates aro diviled
equally among the children, thus tend-

ing 1o small holdings and peasant pro-
prietorship. As a result, chiefly, of
the-- e systems we find in England vast
estates on which their ownevs live in
princely manner surrounded b every-
thing conducive to p easure and dig-
nified case, while thousands and hun-
dreds of thousands of acres are devoted
to piirks and hunting grounds, from
which the tillers of tho soil haVe gr

been driven to swell tbo im reas-in- g

tiurnner of tho lnnuless, with tho
result, according to John Morley's esti-

mate, that 45 ier cent of the inhabi-
tants of England who reach the ngj of
sixty years become paupers. In
France, on the contrary, where a dif- -
fere tit system prevails, thd savings of
tbo peasants constitute tho wealth of

nation.
I . .

Early Tfiiala-j- .
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,lt ln' d11"1' niusoum. me dar lint?
Small daughter-O- h. lots o' things.

but tho nicest was th' egg dance. You
ought to sco it. A little girl put soma
eggs in all sorts of quee rows Mil

over tho floor an' then they blinded
her eyes and fho danced all over
everywhere around Mtuong th' eggian' never broke one.

Fond mother Sho 'v must a bin
brought up la one o' thim quality
flat-- , all roogs an' bric-a-bra- c New
Yorlc Weekly.

, - - - A 800. si Csir
Dauahter I em't understin-- why

you do not .wish mo Jo marry him,
papi. He's the leading man. In tho
little town whero ho resides.

Pupa That just It. The Wg man
in a little town Is always a full-Hedg-

autocrat Re'd compel jou to blaclc
hu boots for him.

far higher decree than the nightin-
gale's. In fact, it U only in the va-

riety of his musical productions that he
excels at all. lie is a singer of many
words and many methods of expres-
sion, l'erhaps it is 011 this account
that he seldom renders anv one of ids
alias superlatively well, nnd oneu
seems to bo merely extemporizing.
There is always, to be sure, one of a
few characteristic themes present in his
music, but so embellished, according
to the caprice of the moment that
the popular saying, "The nightin-
gale never repeats himself," may bo
said to be founded at least upon fact.

THE CLUMSY RATTLESNAKE.

It Mlmri Much Oflnn-- r than lie Hits
Wlirn Ht Work.

Rattlesnakes are more poisonous in
print than in their native wilds. The
southwestern pains hhound in these
dingy reptiles, a..d I had ample oppor- -

tuniiy to judge of their character and
performances, both of which fall below
report. Tho rattlesnake has a short,
fiat, wide head. Resides the red ami
forked tongue, of w hich he makes dis-

play when bullied, his mouth is no.
bolstered with two fangs which are in
the upper jaw, and correspond in posi-
tion to the eye-teet- h of mankind.
These fangs in a serpent of common
size are about thrcc-lifth- s of an inch
long and have a slight curve like a
cimeter and hook inward. They aro
white in color, of the diameter of a
needle and hollow from root to point.
Their root or seat is in a sac contain-
ing the poison, which is loosened and
uows inrougii me tuoe-nu- e lang as
result of the muscular exertion of
striking. It does not How, but spurts,
and two tiny jets of poison intended
for the victim distill into the air every
time the rattlesnake strikes and misses.
This last he does about four times out
of live, for his snakeship is as clumsy
and inaccurate as a woman with a
rock. I have seen one miss a full
grown merino sheep three times in
succession. In serpents as in alligators
the upper,, not the lower, jaw is the
one that moves to open the mouth.
The fangs, working on a sort of hinge,
are closed like the blade of a knife
when the mouth is closed and are pre-
sented for business by the action of
throwing back the upper jaw.

Thu mere fact of opening the jaw
always discloses the fangs without any
separate effort 011 the part of the
serpent, and when the mouth is closed
again two fleshy envelopes, or scal-bard- s,

cover them from doing or re-

ceiving harm. This is necessary, as
a rattlesnake's poison is just us bad
medicine for himself as lor auv one
else.

These fangs have all the limber plia-
bility of the finest steel and can be
bent or put in any posture by a little
force, but will at once spring; into
shape on being relieved.

As to the deadly character of his
reptileship I can only say that I have
seen numberless horses, steers and
sheep which were bitten by rattlers,
always in the nose ami head, and never
one died. They were sick from a day
to a mouth, and their heads wou.d be-

come swollen and the candidates would
mope about the prairie in a dejected
way, but thev came around all right
as a finale. I never knew a man to
die, although I have known some few
to get stung. Whisky in a copious
way as an internal and a poultice of

pounded onions and salt as an outward
application were all that was needed.
I havo known some toners, who kuew
there was whisky in the wagons, to go
about looking for the bite of a rattli-snak- e

as eagerly as some anglers seek
bass, jus' for tin? glorious drunk that
was sequential to it. iuc!i persons,
however, are not common.

Some few people like snakes as pets.
Miev will remoe a rattler's fangs by
breaking them oil' with a silk handker-
chief, and so make the gentleman
harmless. To those who may he re-

ntier perform this feat as a primary
step toward becoming intimate with
the rattlesnake. I w ish to say a word
of warning. These . faiys are of a
similar growth to the linger nails of
humanity, and. w hen torn out, readily
replace themselves with a new growth.
Your pet will be ready to do business
on the old lines in six weeks after y ou
have pulled his tcelb; so. beware.
K'iusa.1 (JUj Stir.

A Keinarknble Discovery.
A remarkabl- - discovery was recent-

ly made in the neighboring; town of
Oneonta. New York State, where a

company is engaged in diggin;;
phosphates from the depths of a swamp.
In one place the marsh is underlaid, at
a depth of twelve feet, by an impervi-
ous stratum of blue clay, above which
are found evidences of three successive
and distinct eras of forest growth.
The bottom layer is of deciduous trees
that grow only on uplands. mic!i as
beech, oak ami maple. The second
lay er is of soft swamp w oods, such as
alder, basswood and dogwood. The
upper layer is of couiferous trees, such
as nine. neiniocK ami MJruce. a no

imyle tn the na uralist is the finding
of upland trees at the bottom of the
marsh, with the trunks and larger limbs
and abundant specimens of leaves and
beech nuts in a good state of preserva- -

lion. Another wonder is the finding at
a t'o nt live feet below the surface and
among the trunks of the conileruus
tr. es. of a fiat stone about five feet

squire, which had been utilized as a
fireplace. The blackened stone, the
large collection of ashes and cinders
ami the bits of crumbling bones of
animals indicate that long ages ago
somebody cooked food there. That
somebody must have been man in a

strictly primitive and savage state, for
no trace of any utensil or food, not
even a sharpened Hint, has been found
among the debris of the tire.

At the Sunday-Scho- ol Concert.
The Rev. X. Horter "Now, all you

little children, how many of you want
to grow 11 p to be gootf, honest ineu
Htid women? Hands up. uowl"

Rronco Rill (who has 'dropped in
just in time to hear the last remark)
"All right, boss! . Rut dern me if I e.- -

peeied t' come tT this section air git
robbed! In a church, too! The wooly

est atnt the wu,t place, alter all-f-
bvtlon Iravcilcr.

ONE OF tNATURE'S QUEER
FREAKS IN BIROS.

Its WflrJ and Trade (rlit Freiiotnt inwt
0 Alarm fur Trnilrrrrrt IMOlrallj

In Shooting Ibrni Hon the
IHrJ Uiifhi.

When nature turned the loon out
of her workshop sho completed a job
at once bold and original," said an old
and observant native of tho Lake
Keuka country, according to a writer
in tho New York Sun. It is 9afo to
call tho loon cither a bird or an
animal, for it has tho feathers of one,
tho fur of tho other and the heart of
both. Tho fur is on the broast and
neck and under side of tho loon's
body. It is much of tho same quality
as a beaver's. A cloak made of loon's
fur would be a dainty wrap for tho
danticst lady in this or any other land.
Tho feathers of a loon cover its back

ud wings. They aro soft and lleecy,
but as hard to pluck as pulling teeth.
They have a peculiarity that nothing
in nature except porcupines' quills
have. Loons' feathers hvo tho tamo
peculiarity, and it is impossible to

keep them inside of a pillow or a
cushion two hours at n time.

Tho loon is particul rly gifted with
a voico. At one time this curious
creaturo can frighten tho life out of

you, almost, by enorting for all th
world like an enraged bear, and tho
next mlnuto will surprise you by coo-

ing almost as softly as a ring dove.
Hut night is the time when tho loon
come out strongest as a striking vocal-

ist. No one who hears for tho first
time the song of the loon at night,
amid tho solitude of a lakeside camp,
high among isolated hills, will ever bo
able to forget it In tho summer,
when tho nights aro moonlit, tho loon
seems best to lovo to show his accom-

plishments in a vocal way. The great-
est of these is its power of ventrilo-

quism. If you havo lived much in the
vicinity of backwoods lakes, you havo
undoubtedly often heard woodsmen
tell of the vcntriloquial gifts of tho
loon, but if you never had auricular
proof of it you, of course, doubted tho
existence of such a power. You won't
doubt it after you hear it. I will
r.cvcr forget the time I was convinced
of it. 1 had seen plenty of loons here
on Lake Keuka. but I had never been
where they spent their summers. Ono
summer I was camping in tho North
Woods with a native guide. Our tent
was only a few feet from tho shore of
ono of the numerous small lakes In

that region. I lay in the tent ono

night, watching tho spectral play of
tho moonbeams on tho water, in and
out among tho shadows, gilding the
noiseless ripples till tho surface seem-

ed a burnished sheet of hammered
brass. The silence was oppressive.
Suudenly there aros from tho lake,
and apparently from its farthest shore,
a prolonged, half-satisfie- d wall. It
gradually increased in volume until it
was almost a shriek, which died away
in a wail similar to tho 0:10 with
which tho stu'tling cry had begun.
The wail was still in ray ears when a
blood-curdlin- g yell a yell express! va
of supreme terror, smoto tho silence.
It came from somowhero on tho shore,
near the tent and to tho right of it.
This frightful yell ended in a wild
burst of demonical sound. It was still
echoing through the forest when, from
tho left shore of tho 1 ke, and far
away, a moan, as of utter hopeless-
ness and despair, broke on tho solemn
stillness, rising aril falling away into
silence with a caclenco so sad that a
senso of most burdening melancholy
succeeded to tho influence of thu
forest's midnight quiet. As soon as I

could shako olT tho depression it
weighed mi with I arose hurriedly
and seized my gun. 1 awoke my com-pmio- n

and told him of tho fearful
sounds I Ifail heard.

My companion pointed to tho lake.
There, gliding slowly on tho surface,
its long neck and bill outlined dis-

tinctly as It floated in the moonlight,
was tho loon. It had come out from
tho shadows near the shore, not three
rods away. I stepped forward quickly
with my gun. Instantly tho long
neck disappeared mid a rim of shim
mering ripplos on tho surface of tho
lake alone marked the spot whero tho
strango creature had been.

' 'When lie comes up ng'in he'll
mo'rn likely be a milo away" said tho
guide. You won't seo him ag'in to-

night, but tho chances is that you'll
hear him.'

"Perhaps five minutes parsed, and
then two loud, wild, stceato. notes.
sounding but a few rods away, came
from the lake. They wero quickly
followed by a series of exultant
chuckles, which seemed near when

they begun, but grow fainter with
each succeeding chuckle until tin lat
ono was heard but faintly in tho
distance. 0

'But the greatest accomplishment a
loon has is its power of dodging a bu-
llet At the flash of a gun the creature
will disappear beneath the WHter so

quickly that you can scarcely believe
you have seen one. 'A marksman who
hits a loon in tho open lake without
the uso of strulcgctn has . dono tho
most difficult thing a man c 11 do with
a gun. Sometimes a loon will come
to the surface within a snort distance
of tho spot whure It went down, and
frequently n will travel a nam . or

i
moro before rising. A loon uses not
only its strong feet and legs in its sub--

mapino fiight, but its wings as well.

and buoyant sir. Vhilet it is next to
impossible to kill a Icon whon it has
it eves on your movements on tho
open lake, its over-weenln- g curiosity
will mako it an easy victim. A red
handicerchlef or cloth of

liny kind, displayed on a polo or buoy
in tho water, will attract every loon
that may bo within seeing dlsUneo of
tho luro.

'Early in the spring, whon loons aro
on their way from tho south to their
northern retreats, they drop down into
tho mountain retreats whero tho ico
has thawed and broken up near the
inlets and outlets, leaving small spaces
of open water. When they havo trust-
ed themselves to these contracted rest-

ing places they cannot get out again
until tho ice has melted away suh'cietit-l- y

to leavo an opening at least an

eighth of a mho long or wide. A loon
cannot ri.e from the water without
having as much of a start as that.
When a loon makes up its mind to
leavo a lak'o or chango its quarters it
runs rapidly on tho water, its long
neck and tea'c extended full length,
and its wings Happing up nnd down
with a loud noiee and scattering of tho
water. t Gradually tho dip of the wing
grows les mid less. Tho ascent of
the bird increases. The tips of tho
wings just touch tho water, leaving
two milled lines on tho surface. Final-

ly the bird has gained momentum
enough to enable it to come freo into
tho air, and it rises gracefully upward,
always seeking a height out of gunshot
range. When loons ; ro surprised In

tho early spring in ico openings they
are easily killed. They seem to know
that they dare not dive under tho sur-

rounding body of ice. anil so they
huddlo together in the narrow space,
at the mercy of any ruthless gunner
who may chance upon them."

A Partner V aatol
At Wichita, Kan., I had to occupy a

room at the hotel with a stronger, who
told me that he lived about fifty miles
aw iy on a ranch. Wo rot along all
right for three or four days, and then,
one night as we went to bed, ho asked:

"Ycu kin read and write, can't ye?"'
-- Yes'
"1 sorter mistrusted you could.

What do you call this thing they got
out about a new town?''

Do you mean a nr ispectus?"
That's it. Kin you wrilo one?'

"I think so."
"Kin you draw a sort o' map?"
"Yes."
'Just as lief lio as not?"

'No, 6ir."
'Well don't get hot. Hero's what

I want I've cot L'OO acres of land
,

thirty-fiv- e miles from anywhar, and
it's too cuss.d poor for a jack-rabb- it

to ev n run over. I want to lay out a
town thar nnd sell off $.0,000 worth of
lots be'ore tho end of the month. It
kin bo done if I kin git tho right sort
of partner."

"You want a liar, eh?"
dot to bo. He's got to lio a river

alongside that property, two railroads
across it, 15,000 population into tho
county, and then bring in a lot of

churches, schools, and factories to

gild it off. Til give you half."
No, I couldn't"

"All right no harm done. If you
nre not a liar that settles it, and we

won't have no hard feeling-".-

Six weeks later I met him in a bank
in Oin. ha just as he was depositing
$27,000, end ho hell out his hand and
said: "Shoo! Is it you? Wish you
hud come in ten minutes ago andseeti
my liar holding up his half of t':e
deal. Conscientious scruples, eh?
Weil, some folks has 'em, and when
they docs it's all right, and no hard
feelings on my p.irL" N. Y. bun.

Clans c.
Kiss you I T.'hrefore should I, sweet?

Casual kissiUrT I condemn;
Other lips your lips will t

When my kisses die on taem.
Should I prievo that this shoull to?
Nay. if you will kiss, kiss me!

Love you! That were vainor still!
If you win ny love to-da-

When the morrow comes you will
LipMly lau-f-

h that love uvvav.
Should I prleve that this s'.ould be I

Nay, if you must love, love tne.

Wherefore play these fickle parts?
Life and love will soon he done;

Th nk you God made human hearia
Just for you to trend upon!

Will you break them, nor repine i

If you will. Clarisse, break mine!
Frank It. Stanton.

B7 Iroxy.
"John." sniJ the Kov. Mr. (looJman

to his hired man, "aro you a
Christian?''

"Why er no, sir." replied John.
"Do you ever swear?"
"I I'm sometimes a little keerless

like in my tadk
"I am sorry, John, rejoined Mr.

Goodman. "Hut wo will converse
nhout this somo other time. I wish

you wou d t ike this money and eettlo
this bill of $1 for thawing out a water
pipe, and talk to the man in a careless
kind of way us if It was your own
bill."

Thslr Uwa Hi lit
Misslonarfcs to China assume their

on risk. If one is robbed or killed
tho Chinese government does not con-

sider it a legal claim for damages and
will nnt -n- tf-rtnin IL N'ativn Chinese
who mv h hnirW--d hv th RtU
Christians aro hardly considered
worthy of boiug reported on

Baowx & Eye ill) kn. Publishers
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Last yen was a peaceful ono fop
Europe, and this year is likely to bo
ho Same. War Dl'i'l 'l r.'i 1 rw Iwiu--.

vep, go i ighl on just the Mino. and
ho peoplea burdens aro increasing.

wickki foreigner, visiting oup
horcs Kime years 11,70, noted tho fact
iat whenever tho Indians are whipped

- is a glorious victory," and when- -

ver tho palo faces aro defeated it is
n "atrocioui massacre."

It must ho discouraging to rich men
ho desiro to leave their property to
lucational institutions to rellect that

li-'- become almost impossible to do
without tho estate having to staud a

tig and expensive lawsuit.

It is nil very nice to hoar our ooun- -

y called the land of tho free and the
ylum .'or tho oppressed, but when it
mes to making it tho world's poor- -

mse, or a stomach for receiving all
the refuse of ere

the poetry of the thing1 oo.cs out
retty fat.
It takes only about $100 to buy a
tent leg of tho best kind, but it is
rth mu.il more than th.'t for same

;n to risk their lives on one. Every- -

ing considered, tho safest, most
rrablo woolen log is the old 'stiff
nber too" of ono straight piece. It
s no weakness in its joints.

It is a great pleasure to bo able to
;nk of a man's good qualities, You
y often hear men speak approving-o- f

another's mode of business or
trader, frequently alluding to hi9

egrity, honesty, or probity as a
jiness man. All tins is very ntco
1 makes a man feel that ho is living
ood life, trying to do something
himself as well as his fellow man.

lis impossible to please everybody,
you amount to anything. If you
nd firmly for the right, thoso in

wrong will hate 3011. If you be
a public measure, those opposed to
ill oppose you; if you like and be-

nd your own friends, their ene
3 will disliko you. There is 110

r of pleasing every holy but to

porate.
LiiKiiF. seems to bo no doubt that

success of Dr. Koch in dealing
li tho problem of tubcrcu'osU will

if it has not already led, to a
II, advance along tho lino of bae--

ological treatment. It will not bo

before all contagious and pois- -

us diseases are met and combated
tie samo methods. Diptheria will

unquestionably one of the next in
list of experiments.

The cranks." 6:1 id a man who is
'bed aa a crank, "are now a very
erful body in tho United States.
have cranks in religion and pol- -

U and in eocietv and in finance and
livery thing else. Then we have

cranks and partial cranks and
who are just a little bit cranky
others who seem to bo cranky
on one subject. If you were to

it ns all in, we would look lil:o a
Ly force."

Mr. Ei'Tel should vUit the world's
Iat Chicago in 1 '.. ho would be
polled to admit that the famous
r which he designed and erected
the reeent Paris exposition was a

1 and ontemptible affair compar- -

ith the one which will thero meet
liitoni-he- d gaze. Tho Eiffel tower

be completely outdone by enter- -

ng Chicago capitalists. They in
to "see" Mr. Eiffel and go him
feet better. They will erect a
r which, instead of stopping at

height of Eiffel's 1,000 feet-w- ill

nshed skyward to the altitude ol
feet.

iE hoi, or as ho is termed in tin

ly Ireland, 'the gmtleman that
the rint," assumes proportions in
iea as a commercial industry in
etion with agricultural pursuits.

ly beyond any if not all other na- -

And whatever may bo said in
Ive comparison between Ameri
rceJers of other branches of live

and his British cous 113, or some
old country farmers, t.10 Ameri-og-raise- r

or breeder is beyond all
ion ahead of all othop competi- -

both In tho quality and quantity
rs produced--s- o far so, indeed.

It Is quite unnecessary to discuss
nase o! the question.

s now nearly one hundred years
that amiable clergyman, Mr.

us. made himself famous by
ating upon the increase of popu- -

As ho figured it this little
of ours was in imminent danger
lg fairly overrun by folk, and
sources exhausted in a vain
it to keep tho human family
ed with food and tho other
aries of life. As Seen from the
k of his study tho world wns i

bovo the. Niagara, steadily near--

ie inevitable and
d, unless sotno unforeseen ropo
110 was thrown out to it, to go

ihe falls. Hut subsequent )h'
ising on th subject has d is- -

that apprehension, (ioornetrical
ssion is ono of tho fixed factors
nts of all kind, but it has iti
ions.

HE IS NO SUCH SINGER OR SOARER AS

THE WORLD HAS BELIEVED.

So at I.isf, nn Orult1io'tclt 11 1Mb

covrrl TIi Night Irigitln la Net

Quite O vrrrtlfil a YVurbler.

The skvlnrk and tho nighting ale. a

generally accepted b' mankind, are
fictions. This may beeasi' learned at
first hand, for as both birds are common
in their haunts and widely distributed
in Europe, the fiction appears to be
much better known than the birds
themselves.

The skylark of fiction, savs a corre-
spondent in l lie N. Y. Ecc'iiny l'ot,
in Lucerne. Switzerland, it may be
well to state, is a songster of sur-

passing ability, whose habitual station
while singing is ill a point sufficiently
abowi the earth's .surface to lender him
invisible to the naked eye. His music
descends as if from lieiven itself,
challenging the admiration of the
densest clodhopper, and lilting the cul-

tured soul to di..y heights of senti-
ment.

The real skylark has, indeed, tho
habit of Miiging on the wing; doubt-
less he sometimes mounts high enoug'i
to become invisible; there is good evi-

dence to that ellect. Hut he certainly
prefers to be within easy optical range.
Though 1 do not invsell profcs to have
acquired a perfect familiarity with his
habits, I have studied him in

many parts of Europe; 1 have
watched him patiently, sympathet-
ically, hopefully, for hours at a time,
and never have I known him to reach
an altitude at which he could not be
seen plainly by any normal eye. More
than this, he delights to sing upon the
ground. Very often, indeed, when a
careless listener iiaving in mind the
lark of fiction believes him out of
sight in the sky. he is to be found in
some favorite spot

The lark possesses a voice of medi-
ocre quality, and produces a song far
inferior to those of many other birds.
At best his music is canary like; at'
worst it is positively insectile. Dis-

tance does not enhance its effect. On
the contrary the farther away the sing-
ing biid, the harsher and shriller his
performance.

Hut let me do the lark justice. He
is one of the most cheery ami indefati-
gable of bird hiugers. He it fair or
foul, be it sultry or chill his stiidulous
notes may be heard from morning till
night in tae season. I have seen him
exulting over snow-covere- d fields in
Switzerland when June had suddenly
produced a day with the characterics
of December as heartily and persist-
ently us if he had looked down upon
the greenest meadows aed the gayest
llowers. Such thoroughgoing optim-
ism has a charm of its own; and one
listens to the lark with approval ami
pleasure in spite of his musical defi-
ciencies.

Need it be said that the nightingale
of fiction is the incomparable songster,
who ti,,.,,;, aj lhe ll()Urs of daylight
lurks perdu, silent, melancholy, out in
the depths of night tran.M-end- imagi-
nation with his melody? On the morning
of May 3 I was walking in the park of
Viuceuues, with an eye to tho birds.
Not far from the old chateau I was
brought to a stop by a loud thrush-lik- e

Ming, which came from a thicket
at a distance of half-a-doz- paces. I
did not know the song, and I drew my
field-glas- s out of its case and took up a
position behind the nearest tree in the
hope of identifying llu musician. His
strain was at once repeated. I noted
that it was quite complicated, and Hiat
it was delivered with much boldness
and decision; but it did not impress 1110

as being of unusual excellence. Yet,
a moment later, as the singer descend-
ed to the ground just belore me to
secure a tidbit that had caught his eye,
I discovered that I had been listening
to a nightingale. The bird saw 1110 at
the same instant, and. with a short,
guttural note of alarm, disappeared in
his thicket. I wailed attendance upon
his pleasure for some tine afterward,
but in vain; Ik; neither showed himself
again nor favored mo with auother
song.

I walked many kilometers about Vin-cenn-

that day. and I found several
other nightingales within its bound-
aries, all of them more or les tuneful,
no one of them the accomplished singer
I was prepared to hear. Two days later
I had a similar experience at St. Cloud.
lut I told myself that I must hear the
bird at night before I should beeouine-ten- t

to pass judgment upon his abili-

ties, and iiu the 7lh of May I went out
from Paris to the Forest of St. Ger-
man en Lave, to that end.

It was a lino morning and a hot one
upon which I entered the forest. At
high noon, when I first heard the song
of Daulias luscinia. the local ther-
mometers must have indicated a tem-

perature of about .SO degrees in the
shade. Nevertheless, that same first song
was one of the best I have ever fieaid
produced by any nightingale under any
circumstances a really delightful out-

pouring, rivaling in its ardor the love-pon-

of tins bobolnk audi tho purple
line i. It was an admirable perform-
ance but it was not by any means a
matchless one. I felt that it was rich-

ly worth healing again. It was not re-

peated, however. And during the next
four hours and a half, though I trump-
ed about persistently, I heard oftly oc-

casional distant and fragmentary songs
by the flighting;! Ir.

The attempt has often been mane to
j indicate by syllabication the character

of the nightingale'ssoug but never with

success, "me judlce. He executes so
rapidly, so audaciously, and with sucii
frequent variation of theme, that a
listener must be clever indeed to out-
line in the crudest manner any one of
his longer airs: and no arrangement of
his syllables, however accurate, can
convey an idea of tho peculiar, clarinet-lik- e

richness of tho bird's voice. It
might be the voico of an oriole, or of a
luoeking-thrm- h perhaps of a wagtail
(Seiu us); some of Us tones are repro

I tluceil at times by our common cardb
I hal redbitd;.yet it has a distinct indi- -

vidnalitr. It lacks patho ami sweet
ness. The songs of the hermit thrush.

J thu tho ruby crowned

A


